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On June 8, 2004, William Rodriguez was interviewed concerning his
observations and activities on September 11, 2004. Rodriguez indicated he
was a porter at the World Trade Center (WTC) for approximately twenty
years. He advised his primary job was to clean the stairwells in the North
Tower as an employee of American Building Maintenance (ABM), a WTC

confractor,

Rodriguez said on September 11, 2001 he reported late to work which was
unusual for him. He said he was in the Bl sublevel ABM office speaking to
Anthony Saltamachia when the plane struck the North Tower (WTC 1). He
immediately thought the explosion was caused by a generator. Shortly after
the first explosion a second explosion rocked the building and caused the
office’s false ceiling to collapse. Following these explosions Felipe David,
who was severely burned, ran into the office. Rodriguez said there wasa
third explosion and he believed then the explosions were caused by an
earthquake.

Leading David out of the building Rodriguez indicated he found a waiting
ambulance and placed David in it. While outside of the building Rodriguez
said he heard over a security radio that the building had been hit by a plane.
He stated he made his way back into the building to help however he could.
He said he took a security guard’s radio from her as she evacuated the
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building. Rodriguez said he went down to the Bl level to ensure everyone
was out of the building. Water from the sprinkler system was flowing into
the sublevels. He found two men trapped in an elevator stuck between the
B2 and B3 levels. The men in the elevator were hip deep in water.
Rodriguez said he found a nearby ladder and was able to help the men to
evacuate. He identified one of the men as| [a WTC
painter.

After leading these men out of the area, Rodriguez said he went to the lobby
near the express elevators and found a group of firemen who were looking to
ascend. Rodriguez said he had assigned keys for all the stairwells. Since the
elevators were not working he said he began to lead the firemen up the A
stairwell. He indicated as they climbed he opened the stairwell doors to told
anyone on the floors to leave. He indicated there were a number of people
already in the stairwells. He said as he and the firemen found varying smoke
conditions on the floors. He said the conditions ranged from no smoke to
heavy smoke. Some floors also had considerable water from the sprinkler
system and other floors were dry.

Rodriguez stated since the firemen were carrying their equipment this
slowed them down so Rodriguez was normal several floors ahead of them.
He said as he climbed he could hear people screaming who were trapped in
elevators. He said he could not tell what floors they were trapped on but
could hear the shouts. He said he learned there was a person in a wheel
chair on the 27" floor and went back to the firemen to tell them about this
person.

When the firemen got to the 27" floor they were exhausted and just laid on
the floor. Rodriguez said the man in the wheel chair was Ed Beyea, who
was assisted by his friend Ed Zelmanowitz. Both men died in the collapse.
Leaving the firemen, Rodriguez went up to the 39 floor where he ran into
two other fire fighters and a fire chief. He could not identify the units of any
of the firemen he meet on this date. He said he also ran in Port Authority
Police office David Lim somewhere near the 36" floor. Additionally, he
said he heard on a radio while he was on the 39" floor, that “we lost the 65"
to the 44™ Rodriguez believed this transmission referred to an internal
collapse of floors.

It was decided to head down to the B stairwell. He said when he returned to
the 27" floor the firefighters had Beyea in a rescue basket and were going to



























